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minutes in each site. ECT by Dr. Leeks was usually on a Friday. He turned the

dial (shock intensity) up and down repeatedly.

Paraldehyde: Was given as punishment for talking back, not calling certain

nurses “sir”.

EGRO-BéFirst Admission 1972 (aged 14 years) for 13 months, Second

Admission 1974 (aged 16 years) for 3 weeks. Diagnosis: No diagnosis

recorded.

ECT: Estimated 20-30 unmodified ECTs on Fridays as punishment. Claimed
shocks administered for up to 5 minutes to the temples, arms and hands (for
fighting), legs (for kicking a door); and to his genitals (for masturbation and
homosexual acts). Recalls shocks as “Unbelievably painful, it was agony.”

Paraldehyde: Injected Scc in each buttock on one occasion as punishment.
“You can't move afterwards.” Said, “it hurt incredibly.” Remembers the taste

and smell after injections.

Seclusion: Sometimes for 3-4 days at a time or longer as punishment for

homosexuality and masturbation. No toilet but meals and water given.
Mr..GRO-B _|Admission 1973 aged 13 years for 14 months.

ECT: Unmodified ECT first administered on second day after admission. Shock
level was turned up and down in 3-4 second bursts at rate of 2 per minute.
Shocked on hands and legs. On day three, was shocked by other boys under

Dr. Leeks’ supervision for allegedly sexually abusing them.

Seclusion: Locked in secure room with only a mattress and toilet bucket.

GRO-B First Admission 1974, aged 11 years 11 months, for 12 months.

Second Admission 1975 (aged 13 years) for 19 months. Third Admission 1978
(aged 16 years) for 11 months. Diagnosis: Schizophrenia
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ECT: Claimed ECT shocks administered to temples over 30 times and over 10
times to groin, mostly unmodified. Given as punishment for not eating food, not
taking medication, for not listening to staff, and for allegedly sexually abusing
other children. Nurse (named) administered shock for “horsing around with
other kids and making a noise”. Held down, yelling and crying. Shocks hurt.
1978 Course of 4 modified ECT recorded, 2 bilateral, 2 unilateral

Paraldehyde: Injected 10ccs in buttocks for punishment, “it hurt afterwards.”
Remembers the strong smell.

Seclusion: Locked room, mattress on the floor and a toilet bucket. Forced into
the room if resisted and injected with Paraldehyde or Largactil (Chlorpromazine,
was used for treatment of Depression and serious Behavioural Disturbances).
Locked in for 1-2 weeks, meals delivered, taken out to shower. Kind staff would

get you out for a walk around the balcony.

Admission 1977 (aged 17 years) for 3 weeks. Diagnosis: Behaviour Disorder of
Childhood.

ECT: Reported being shocked 6 or 7 times on Fridays, once on his shoulder,
other times on his knees as punishment for attempting to escape from Lake
Alice. The shocks were usually delivered by Dr. Leeks, but once by a senior
nurse (named). GRO-B had to choose which knee would be shocked. The
voltage would be repeatedly turned up and down and he would scream with the
pain, which would last for 10-20 minutes afterwards. On two occasions he was
required by Dr. Leeks to deliver the shocks to himself.

Paraldehyde: GROBrecaIIs being injected by nursing staff, Scc to each
buttock as punishment for running away. Reported it was painful “like an electric
fence shock” that lasted for 20 minutes, making it “too painful to move upstairs
to the secure room.” So he had to be helped up by nurses. On waking up, he

would smell and taste the “really awful taste” of the Paraldehyde. Later the dose
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was increased to 10cc in each buttock. “It was cruel” and only increased his
determination to escape.

Seclusion GROB was placed in the Maximum Security Unit for 4 weeks
after one escape when aged 15 years. He reported threatening to go to the
Ombudsman and a lawyer and was released from Lake Alice Hospital as a

result of this threat.

Mr. Zentveld: First Admission 1974 (aged 13 years) for 2 months. Second
Admission 1974 (aged 13 years) for 4 months. Third Admission 1975 (aged 14
years) for six months. Fourth Admission 1975 (aged 14 years) for 6 months.
Fifth Admission 1976 (aged 15 years) for 19 months. Diagnoses: Behaviour
Disorder and Reactive Depression, Behaviour Disorder, Behaviour Disorder of
Childhood.

ECT: Mr. Zentveld reported being shocked as punishment seven times on his
third admission (1975). The shocks were usually given him on Fridays by Dr.
Leeks as punishment for throwing apples, arguing with other boys, not eating
meals and for bedwetting. He was put on a bed, with staff holding him down.
Dr. Leeks would put jelly on his temples and then the shock waves made him
lunge up and down in “sheer pain”. Dr. Leeks would tell him he would have to
change his thoughts and deliver more shocks, “turning the dial up and down,
stop for about 10-15 seconds, then turn the dial right up and push the button.
He would later wake up naked and alone in the secure room and feel “like shit”.

Shocks were given on temples, knees and genitals, the latter for bed-wetting.

Paraldehyde: Administered as punishment 3 times in 1974 for throwing apples,
‘continual agitation’ and ‘exuberant attitude’, twice in 1975 for fighting, and three
times in 1976 for tripping a patient, quarreling and disturbing other patients, and

for ‘boyish behaviour'.

Mr. Wickliffe: First Admission 1972 (aged 10 years) for 3 months. Second
Admission 1973 (aged 11 years) for 3 months. Diagnosis: Explosive Personality

Disorder.
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ECT: This was initially administered on 3 to 4 occasions by Dr Leeks at
Palmerston North Hospital as punishment for escaping from a Social Welfare
Boy's Home. Mr. Wickliffe reported that it was unmodified ECT that it was
“indescribably” painful. Once in Lake Alice, he recalls kids waiting in terror on
Fridays to see if they were to be shocked. “Some would be shaking, others
would be shitting or pissing their pants. They were not just scared, it was pure
terror.” When he was given unmodified ECT, Mr | said, “| was screaming, it
was a continuous scream, | was pissing and shitting on the bed.” The shock
“zapped but didn’t knock me out.” Dr. Leeks asked “Did you like it?” “ Do you
feel any better?” “I didn’t answer.™In the first 3 months, | got shock treatment

every week.”

Paraldehyde: Injected with Paraldehyde for kicking a ball at a window. ‘I
couldn’t sit down. | could smell it and feel it. It was a controlled pain, not as bad

as shock treatment, I'll never forget the smell and the feel.”

Seclusion: Mr. Wickliffe reported being locked up before ECT so he couldn’t run
away. He was also secluded for “trivial” misbehaving, such as not wanting to
assemble beer crates. Mr. Wickliffe claimed to have been locked up for a week

on one occasion.

GROB First Admission 1976 (aged 14 years) for 6 months. Diagnosis:
Behaviour Disorder of Childhood.

ECT: Always for punishment, such as smoking cigarettes, being with a girl and
for trying to run awayGROB reported being given unmodified ECT on
the testicles for being with the girl, “it left burns and made them swell”.

Paraldehyde: The first time was for kicking a soccer ball at the window where
Dr. Leeks was standing. There were two instances when, having been
sodomised by a staff member, GRO-B was injected with Paraldehyde
and “promised worse” if he told anyone. He stated that on one occasion when

he had been put in solitary confinement, a nurse came in carrying two
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sodomised. He recalled that the horrified nurse injected the mattress instead,
but no other action was taken. Paraldehyde was injected for being caught
watching another boy get ECT, for running away and for lagging behind on a
walk. He reported Paraldehyde being injected between each of the knuckles
of one of his hands because he had punched another boy.

Sec!usion:é___ GROB recalled being secluded on his first night in the Villa.
He was secluded naked after a first attempted escape and for 3 to 4 days after
his second escape attempt. Following having his knuckles injected with

Paraldehyde, he was secluded.

Second Admission 1979 (aged 16 years) for 2 days. Third Admission 1979
(aged 16 years) for 2 1/2 months. Diagnoses: (all 1979) Psychopathic
Schizophrenia, Adolescent Personality Disorder, Explosive Antisocial
Personality Disorder “(not mentally ill — intellectually handicapped to some

extent)”.

ECT: GROB claimed that he received the most shock ‘treatment’ when
aged between 12 and 13 years (1975-76). No anaesthetic was given and the
electrodes were put on his temples. Dr. Leeks “turned on the machine and got
a bit of a shock, so he quickly turned it off. When he turned it on again my whole
body tensed up, locked up so | couldn’t breathe. | could see this black and white
zigzag line going across my temple and | could hear this massive buzzing inside
my head. | felt my whole body going into convulsions and it scared me a lot. |
could feel the most intense pain in my temples.” At other tlmesGRO-B
recalled the dial being turned up and down by Dr. Leeks to “give higher and
lower shocks, giving a higher, then a lower and a higher one and so on. At other
times he would just jam it on high for a long time, those were always the most
painful. The length of time you got shocked for probably depended on how

sadistic Dr. Leeks was feeling at the time.” In the ECT room “one time | kicked

GROB reported being held down by the nurses, who were swearing at him.
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“The next thing | remember is Dr. Leeks putting the ‘headphones’ (electrodes)
on my left upper thigh. | could feel my leg and my thigh cramp up when the
electric shock began. Half my body was very tense and it was very painful. Dr
Leeks turned the shock wave up and down a few times. | could feel the shock
wave going up and down through my leg. | screamed and screamed and,
although no one told me, | knew | was getting ECT for kicking Dr. Leeks”. ‘|
would have received ECT easily 20 times, but probably a lot more, mostly

without anaesthetic, but sometimes | was put to sleep first (NB Medical records

that was given by a different psychiatrist). “I thought ECT was about
punishment, not therapy. If you were bad you got ECT. | would get ECT for
swearing, not doing as | was told, walking out of the Villa when | was not allowed

”

to.

100. Paraldehyde: GRO-B |described the nurses (named) as giving Paraldehyde
injections in the buttocks for swearing at staff, for being cheeky to staff, for not
doing things correctly, for not doing what they requested of him, for eating too
slowly. He reported that the injections were “really, really painful” and that
sometimes he was “dragged down the corridor and given an injection in front of
the rest of the ward in the day room, where everyone could see me. This was

extremely embarrassing.”

101. Seclusion: “This was punishment for swearing, arguing, or anything in the day
that got to them (Nurses).” GROB recalled being dragged and wrestling
with staff while being taken to seclusion. He noted that sometimes the seclusion
room had a mattress and a potty and sometimes it was just bare. He stated that
in most instances the only time you were taken out was for a shower. Food was
brought in on a tray and no books or magazines were allowed and the windows
were shuttered, so he tried to sleep to pass the time. By his recollection, he
was put in solitary about 15 times, usually being given a Paraldehyde injection

as well.

102. Note 1: Sexual Abuse: Two of the above persons alleged being sexually abused

by older male patients or, in one instance, by one particular staff member. There
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Statement of Truth

This statement is true to the best of my knowledge and belief and was made by me
knowing that it may be used as evidence by the Royal Commission of Inquiry into

Abuse in Care.

_GRO-C

Signed:é_ o

Dated: _OF /Os [/ 262/
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