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HOWARD WENDELL TEMPLE (Affirmed)
CHAIR: Thank you, Mr Temple.
Ms Basire.
MS BASIRE: Thank you, Madam Chair. | just wanted to check first with Mr Shannon that you
didn't want to do any evidence-in-chief?
MR SHANNON: Yes, | was just going to do some brief evidence-in-chief first from Mr Temple
and second from Rachel Stedfast for about 10 minutes in total if I could.
MS BASIRE: Yes, that's fine. I've just had a note from our technical people: "Can you ensure

that everyone speaks as loudly as they can."
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CHAIR: Yes, please, remembering we're having to hear you from Christchurch so it's quite a long
way. But if you can speak up that would be much appreciated, thank you. So Mr Shannon,
I'll leave you just to lead your witness.

QUESTIONING BY MR SHANNON: Thank you.

Would you tell us your full name, please?

MR TEMPLE: My full name is Howard Wendell Temple.

MR SHANNON: You are the overseeing Shepherd of Gloriavale Christian Community at Lake
Haupiri?

MR TEMPLE: That's correct.

MR SHANNON: What does that mean to be the overseeing Shepherd?

MR TEMPLE: The overseeing Shepherd means overseeing the community, the operations of the
community and we are expecting that there will be other communities built up following
the pattern of the one that we are in at the present time, and the overseeing Shepherd will
sort of have a general oversight of all other communities as well.

MR SHANNON: | understand you're 82 years old?

MR TEMPLE: 82 years old, yes.

MR SHANNON: An American citizen by birth?

MR TEMPLE: An American citizen by birth, yes.

MR SHANNON: Just tell us a bit about your background.

MR TEMPLE: My background, | was born and raised in the southern states of United States in
the cotton fields. | joined the American Navy at the age of 19, on an icebreaking ship going
down to McMurdo Sound at Antarctica, used to stop into New Zealand quite regularly to
refuel and resupply. | met my wife on one of those trips, married her a little time later and
when my time was up in the American Navy | got discharged in New Zealand, that was
1964, and I've been here ever since then with my wife.

MR SHANNON: And after the Navy?

MR TEMPLE: After the Navy, yes, | went working with Christchurch, working in a motor
garage there, | worked there for 18 months, city life didn't agree with me, so | moved out on
to a farm, sheep and cropping farm in North Canterbury, and worked there for one year,
then moved on to another sheep and cropping farm and worked there until 1970. In
mid-1970 I joined up with the Christian group that I'm with at the present time.

That was in 1970. From then on, | worked within the church, | started a motor
repair and engineering workshop servicing machinery and vehicles in the community plus

outside business as well. And that has been my life since that time.
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In 2008 we started to establish a Christian community on our pattern in India and
from that time on up until 2018 it was, | was visiting regularly in India, | spent nearly half
of my life over there, three months in India, three months back here, three months in India
and three months back here, building up that community over there.

MR SHANNON: We've obviously got limited time here --

MR TEMPLE: Yes.

MR SHANNON: -- so I understand you've been overseeing Shepherd since May 2018 following
the passing of Hopeful Christian; is that right?

MR TEMPLE: Correct, yes.

MR SHANNON: All right. In terms of in the past and in the Hopeful Christian days, how were
allegations of abuse dealt with?

MR TEMPLE: In Hopeful Christian's time, in the beginning he dealt with them on his own. As
time went on for a number of years then as the population grew, then he took in other men,
both Shepherds and Servants, to help him in making decisions along those lines and how to
handle these accusations and so forth.

MR SHANNON: Right. And historically, he wouldn't go to authorities, is that --

MR TEMPLE: That is right, that is right. It was a scripture of Bible which was slightly
misinterpreted but at the time we understood that to be true. We have come, since that
time, to realise that no, it wasn't perfectly true, so we have changed our attitudes.

MR SHANNON: What's brought about that change?

MR TEMPLE: Well, the change is understanding of scripture plus the way things were going in
the whole world, in the whole country, law changes coming into place made us have a more
serious look at the scriptures along those lines. Now, to comply with the Bible and with the
civil laws, if you call it that way, the state laws, because the Bible teaches us we must
comply with state laws as well as with God's law. So to bring the two together, we've come
to see maybe the actual wording of that scripture, maybe we were taking it a little bit too far
one-sided.

MR SHANNON: So what changes have been made in terms of how abuse allegations are handled
now?

MR TEMPLE: Now we will contact the Police, we actually have a team of leads, as Chris said
before, comprised of three men and four ladies that came in after investigation by Oranga
Tamariki and the Police, it came in after that investigation. These were a number of people
that our members could freely go and talk to about issues, any concerns that they might

have about abuse of any form.
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So at the present time now if there's anyone with any concern about abuse of any
sort or any concern about the people, they can go to one of these leads and report it to them
and then they will contact the senior lead, which is a representative from Oranga Tamariki,
they get together and they will discuss it and then that lead person will contact her
authorities and they carry it on to there in investigating and making the decision of how
serious the occurrence is, and if it needs to, they will take it right on to the Police, and then
the Police deal with it accordingly.

MR SHANNON: | think we've got limited time so I might just ask some questions now about the
second witness Rachel Stedfast.

CHAIR: Before we do that, | didn't realise you were going to deal with them together, but I'll just
quickly administer the oath to Ms Stedfast.

Good morning, Ms Stedfast.



