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IS THERE A STORY IN THE
HISTORY OF CHILDHOOD?

Paslx 5. Fass

When Thilippe Arita published Certwries af Childhiood. a history of childhood over
the coucse of laar hundred years, 10 1960 4n French, tramslated intee English 1962,
he almist certainly dsd nat know thar he would beyin a long history of his own, ouein
which his hook would genceare applause and ourrage, and in the long rerm a wealth
ol rescarch o a sew Aol of history. There had bren cthers who belicved that childeen
vernld be stwdied hustercally, ut mes noe before Arigs had made the seudy of childhaeod
an esrenrial componens for understandin mudern western develonmens, 4ad no ene
clse had provided such 5 gond story. Ceurteries of Childhood was festile in concroversy
ul the me. More significaeitly it showed scholars that musing peinted questieina absut
chihlhum] L cnn|ﬂ 10 il:lanmg 1|’I¢ rarlksl 131”1 |:a$t ]lislunq“}' an,‘u:\alhleb slage uf
life, and about childhewed as a importent clement of change, could be a fascinaring
and rroivful, even an argent, historical end.cavor.

| bogity this book with Arics beuduse, ds the reader will shortly discever, at Icast
vare huall of the guthors notwe hio in their essays, bl mowly Desciise | Tope 1hat this
vnlume, coming as it dnes Afey vears after vhe English language cdition of Cenruries
of Chitafrood, will Ramly replace his book, bash among professionals and amvong the
more gehcadl reading pablic. Despite mitlions of words sinee 190 on thic subicct of
childboeed bisdaary, Arids"s remnains sually 1he trsl, 2od often the valy, boek than is
read in this rich and dynnmic feld, And rhe reer childheod histary has itself hardly
beenincegrared inco the larger picture of western development. T is time, | am cerrain,
to change tat and 1u breing oo kirge awdienes the ruis oF 2 wew and vibrane wchol-
ilﬁihl[‘ that take thih;lrrn ;md L‘hl|:|h|;lud !.ul:unl}' HEY hixtmia“y unpartant mhip;ta.
That schalarship is deeply snnrced tn many plases and times in rhe western past. Tie
Koutleidge History of Childbosd i the Westerrns Warld v inrended mo be read boch as a
culminacion of ab inpressive schularship incorpucated inte the essays thar follaw oo a
wide range ofsubjects relaring so-children. and as.an intraduction o the fizld. We now
Enisw @ 1nt 1'\;[.1‘ Jﬁril;'-: :;“rﬂ mast Enasac .\[| aof Ehg CREEYS nre nlnfgi‘lhlﬂ works -'1E s;!'m'l:‘l rshlp
i tleemsc]ves as well as far rangmg interpretations of their specific subiects, and each
pravides readecs with an eniey intw thar scholaeship and a ser of suggesied torther
readings po lead the reader it the msch lweaadéer schialamsbnp thiae ees behlnd it

One of the things that Arsés did brilliantly was o1 tell a compelling, even 2 «n-
sational. stoey aol he made his argumenr beth sunple and vivid, That sroey, in its
chear outlines. wrged readers Rty years age ve imagioe childbood as the inventien of

PFAULA 5, FASS

carly medern Farope, Hlow we teel abowr children aml how we think abour them =
MATerd We Often Lapine (6 be patural - Arits 2egeed. bogan ac a particular poin
in timwe ax a2 resnle of changing material and mtellectanl cirenmstamoes. Childrem had
ane plaved che same games as adulis, warnessed sexual activity, and ax schoolsldl-
dren windered ar an carly age from reacher 1o teashes and place to plase. They were
depicied as small adulss. Al) this changed when adulis began ta chink of childeen as
different and o trean childhinad as a special srige of life. Chald b begian with & now
wnaahility abnot rhe young that resulred tn o view nf childeen 3 requering particnlar
and claborare creamment, Ariés used the preseor as a toushstone for the past and his
scory is about the creation of a childhepd thar moedern people can idenxify wich and
understand. Iy preclaiming chilklhood an mvention of modern Euroge, Arids canghe
pecrple by sucpeise and he captuced their aftention.

Aries nlsu made the spexialness of childhuod cvincide with important hisaorical
clhan.gesand with a variery of alterarions rhat we today define as modeorn in perspecrive
ind i inaaeurions: 1 new avtcnLian 10 age ever more ezeel tlly micasiiced; i emphasis
1 pruscy withu a closely deBned awd eniclosed Bnuly that heoemes manch more
vriented 10 mamers of child ceanogs e elaborsion of capitalisr mackers pod oew
class distinoions; and a mew cmphasis on livceacy and the specad of schooling. In
poming dut how childbeod whs a product of these chanpes and mseanial o thers,
Ares onale tle oew childhood both higtaclcally contingent and wrerthy of atiantion,
lon lwe weith these changes, parents becnine ouach orore invoelved with and aituchedro
their childecn and began e provride them with the affeetion that moderns assome ro
be “waioral® ro parciting. bothe process, Arica macde sooe haesh judgiments aboue
P cedns of) Ll freveding period of vimes baesh ae kst Trofy our modem perspective
though bordly froom hisown ovwee rooiantle view f the presmodem world. Hes was o
compelling stery vividly told and dllostrace d a boor a rime when everphing changed, so
much 30 thar soectbing 36 fundamemal 8y childliood: whick wr all vake foF gFanved.
wilh just beEriving oy peek theougls the Gresh bisgacicnd soil. Do vee mow have a stury
goad eaugh to replace his, gnd ope that can goerner the king of pttention that was
an still is dircered at Ariés?

1 belicye thitt we do. 11 is 3 story thae is perhaps Eess sueprising than the ox: Avics
ffered, but just ay compelling. The story that unfolds Trom the fol lwing tweney-seven
essa ¥, writren byralenred hsrorians frem different backgrnunds, oan comringnrs, and
scvenal histarigal gencrations, is about childhond in thie Wess as a privileaed srare, 2
status 1o whivh some children bave histotically had mud more acios than ethers,
One uf the clear coselusieny thar histucians have come ww is thar mudern childbisds
imdg children’s experiences are deeply affectod hy areumscances aach as status, class,
wealth, aml poveny As a resph, whik all chaldren have a childhood, the kind of
childhood we: have come te imagine as desirable and re expevt in the modern Wese
fas been available unewenly in the past, while the emphasis on this childhood has
Rroen.

Asmodern Westerners have congeived and defined it, chibdhool as a space For devel-
opment and an agent ot Jurwee promise isnel so meh a product of 2 pamiculartimeas
it has hecn i |1|:|sﬁihi|iiy thite wis aecelérate within the conditinis <r[1ht!li:|y nenlern
rlrrlm‘.[ when Arigs first niticed it. The sisieenth comtuty was Fruitful an l:llmchmg s
of the intial comdiruons that rurnad childhond into a privilege 1ngreasingly detined
as widely dusicable and socially wseful. Bue it was hardly che pesiod thar cnabled
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the wholesale sccesy 1o childbond vhay Centvries of Chifihood seems vo claim, nor
Beast bucawse sshooling was still vily avaitable to very fow (and only racely for gieks|.
|1|<|«'||, it was nod watil the aencteanth coutory, ot the carliest, that childhaad - ae
kasr one thar inedern westerners can recognize — seems oo have hecame 2 nmversal
ASpiraTion & nauDn wares inserted i among rhe ideals of itizenship,

The peisileges of chiblaod are often relarcd o aeher priviloges, such as race,
class, wenltk, and sometimies gender. Bit the story of childhaod 23 a privdlege i also
aboer how western swcieries, in the perond since the mneteenrh conenry Inul cut =
pacredm, even @ paradigm, thar has increasingly defned. ¢ onstrained, and requlaned
the lises of all children as it peneeraced our belicf systems as nor woly ideal bue as a
regiiireitient af pooper developmene. By adopting varians instimuriens thae coshrined
the proibeges of childbood, the West hax enforced Hiese as nacessary gad uniguely
appropaiate for children, Thar paradigo has alse spread beyond the developed West
o excecise increasing infloence on che narsve of childhaod images and children’s
cupericneey thravghasw the plobe. It has done so threngh acganized codcavar: char
Donomneque Marshall exammes ue her essay o international cbuld sawmng, bt also
through she pruduets of childhood and slie picauces of childboed creaed 1o the West,
Some af theaw, as Gary Cress shows, asc camsuower ircins that appeal oo children as
d. grevnp apart. [t is far thas soisen that this velueie cods nod in Eurup: &1 Narth
Amerdia, which are wetlion the frgditionn| confiney of what we psually designate as
the “West,” Luar in Latin Anserica which. 15 globally wese bug alse decidedly south.
Nara Milanich clcarly shiows how Latin Soverican childhosd has heen connecied ta
the westorn CEPCTLIEAT uf priul|¢gp. while docess 1o these pririﬂ:g:s are nuch More
exclusivi 2l eliosive il coullt mes o tbe southern hemgpleee.

The waslume alse begins well befare the waderi pecied, starcing io the aociens ¢fas-
sical werkd and the encient. Middle Gass where the dominant western rcligions of
Judaisen and Cheistigony were oo, Ancient Geeeor and Romee, as well 2s these 1we
religions [and baver Dslacd, lebd pab very paricolie wieos of chald o £ hat hase mever
bewn entirely forgogten, in port beanse they bt a wealth of snificane rexes. Exam-
ining rheae sources, a5 Keith Bradley and Margarcr King do in theis essayes, makes it
chear s elldliood wrag havdly an invention of the last Feuz bundeed yraes as Asicy
drgued. Ranhes, et twe thuwsaind Fears agor children were cogarded ax ertial m
bosh the forwre aod the preseac; then, o5 oew, they were ubiccts of care ond nbserm-
tion. Inghe Angeeny World, s in che modern, cervain aspecis of childheod — cspecially
those relared 1o carcful preparation — werc a peivilege only available 1o some. Indeed,
Bradley arpues chat el childeen of the free and swell-bazn lived in a w58 ses o thiose
degrrived, In Greeoe and Raome, she privileges aof childhend were reserved for o very
leve, almose wll of whom wese male and free, That acute delimivarion of privilege
has receded io the modeen West, not least bevause ladawsm and Christianiey bindied
in almast ehe same region, ineoduced childlood as a pasitive and respeciod pas of
humin experienice with anversal pocenteals.

The gonrimamg privileges aml rhe aspiring  universalism  of chillond are
egaher the psn most resoname aspeces of the stoey chac che awthors of thiy vol-
winte gel| ahenst (e pedod vinee 1500, and this sacp o folds in osny places ad n
vANAS dwcEnts o the present. It is clear that despate Arés's hes attenspts Bo diusn
thas et ded noa east e the medieval pen od, listorians have resogoved nor anl y chil
dren bue abso she eutlines of a childhoad in that long perind heeween agcient and
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modeen Times. Children then might ¢njo¥ the love and attension of parents as Joanne
Ferrary demubsicates, altbough large portioots of the pogulitivg bad 1w cuntend with
the vwissitndes uf brietal cirginstanees and the general unpredictabilicy of life in
Europe where marauding gangs, famine, and discase were a consranr peesence. Child-
hoad for all was shorer and many children kit the parenral home earlier, and those
who were vlberwise privikeged coubd also provide sunie special protections to ther
nwn chibfren, afthorugh parenting was far mope at the mansye of o decinating rertat-
iry, And while rhe sixeeenth conrury intreduced same changes, they hardly marked the
radicill revolution thae Anics sugpestcd.

Huw all this affecved pacenes® Jove is ol imasy 10 cesslve because, fike many other
privileges., it is nne that war all children experience equally.® but the historical record
has recvificd Ariés's erros; one cxpressed by nrhess during the carliesr phase of inves-
tigatobs into the lustory of children when the nawr: of modcrn child hood was
cmi[ui;:d willy Elie eda |Pur.:|l;i:m uf:xﬁmﬂi‘:unﬁ u.vf f:mlily ai:fucm_m.]'he lapsrem EI;JE childcem
camiat he gild to have begun of ay ome point 6 history, whilz £he callows treatiment
nf children canmap be said e have ended anee modem rimes brgan, Of course, cerrain
wired mstances conld make the like of childecn beweal and eheie paccnrs codld do litbe
b celieve the coarsenss of tHeeir Gves. This was twue of slave duldeen in the Ancienr
World, a5 Keith Gradley makes clear, 3nd in che Americas duting clee modern age, #s
Seeven Minrz shiowz. Unwanred childeen cveeywhzee throughea the West weee aiten
disposa bk, killcd ay infates o abandoncd 1@ Lnstivarions or to the sircety. Tlic kistary
uﬁ'm!’nm.idg,:s Ikmg\t Samediim s s cil the Lﬂseuf 5’«':;‘]:11, I lml,ﬁ and weitdar
seqting with macvers of church conurol, seate development, a5 well as cultaral mores
and heaader iszues of sacial welfare.

A clulls libe inn thee past, ke thut of an adult, could be brural bot st was fo brutal
lecause it was the life of a child aud therefore Jub not maeec Judawm amd Chrds-
rianicy borh made child life vital and important and areated cerain protecvions fue
childhnod = sa did [lam. Bur ciecamsrances could make cven loving parcors unabile
tu protiet their children @ ot could make people buth canng and Lruial. The same
mineleenthsgenrury planger who loved and mdulged his sons and dawghiers coud cre-
ate condivions char made his slaves teach their vwn children gualities that would make
for endurance. So w0, during the same period, while children™ hooks and illuscea-
tiows dwelled un the wansder{ul brauty and mnoecence of chibdeen, the West produced
the factery reutine whech alloweld, as Colin Heyweoud shuwa, teerific explodtataon,
long howirs and dawgeroaus working condirions For mosses of working class children as
voung as five o 9ix. In Larin Amenica, middie-class people imitared Exropean custams
ol the tinie andd pravidedtheir children with veertly solicitous affection wlile dismisy-
g, a3 rebuse, the many children whin resulied Tron illegitoaate ynions, Childhuods,
huch as ideals and as che experiences uf children, change and reflzer che inscitusionsl
nerworks of a parcicalar rime and places so Too da the forms in which parents cxpress
love and wiectuking. Bt Brutality towiard childron is bardly the criterion by which we
«an |udge change over tune,

Childhood impinges en 50 many institurional realms char it is difhcale, ar fiest, to
s where the stowy onds, or macher to separate its badndares from the hiesery of the
West nvore gomerally. And this as part of the point; childbosd, a3 vt has developed and
changed vver tioee in (b West, has nod unly aftected the expemence of alnust ane hall
nithe population, buc the polirical, ¢cenomic, culcural, and social institucions created
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for or direvied ac<hitdhood move ows in widening vircles of siraregic influcnce, Thess
vircles have beeome much mese deamarically lioked in the rocent West as childhood
hecaene nure comscnosly i public comeem. Sore of these nests Tor childhoosd are
obvings sisch as pargnting and « hnnling; nrhers ecuuine anl ¥ abhat of further reflecrinn,
Such 15 the vase with regand to the welfare wsrutions for osphans and delimquents
that [van fablenka cxamines, or the physieal enyiconment of buildings and olijects. As
chaldhood became a mevre pressing public obligitson in the meklem wadd these lateer
intirurions evolved arnund the peracived needs of children. Arits recogniaed thar the
mudern world bas been temike in creaving insticutional and physical arra ngements char
are aimed spocifically ar children or warger children in special wavs, and he helped ™
st many historians oil the panh of discesvecing these places and avncrial environmenes,
as Marta Gunnan shiws.

Tiveney=fiest:cenrury readers are bkess inclined 1o see how erwcial work swas for child-
Bood and indeed how integral children in rhe pase weee oo the warld af sk, bur the
conncction will bocoma: obvions alter ccading Celin Heywosds ey, Clilldoen's wowk
hax |en, thruugh muost of vosstEon histm’y in.c'hl,d:ing the sacwderm I 1el, an essential
cuattcbution, wr secial life, During the period Arids thought bronght childhood mio
being, childeen's everyday lives were still dominaced wor by scheoling but by lebor.
Musst wh lldeen rauaite decply eatibedded 1 bouschald regames and rootines, ior sa
different thar in the nedesval perick), and chilideen comtanved 1o work even as school-
g ained fo signdecance afver vhe sondle of the pinerecark seomo, alvbough e
afren worked outside the housc. This began vo vary samewhar by age by the bae nines
teeitih OEALUTY 2% FOUNg childica were IEIEIEEM:EEl}‘ shicldcel T wark ouatside tle
horuae v Ehe Eamm, but weoek cofitiued todefine child e for older ehildren, |!g.' which
we s thise ever twelve.

The same is che case Frr orher Fundamencal dimensions of like and deach, War and
scaudlity arc dowaits From which tisderi Westerivers liave withdmua thic ideal of
childhues] o hueron, ot weithese children 3o the pasat e contemporary clhilihood
pxperiences ire wathont impoeki st connections ko these arends. Sexoality, hing hefore
Sigmund ¥Freud madic ehe cammecTion, was nor abaenr from che lives of children, as
Ixcth Baibey shows, and th many cxpericnoes of war thar lamcs Marten oxaminoy
celnen eontied Juckly an ars center. Evert durieg the siplieenti-cent ey Enligloeonenn,
as I..:‘ my WHHY. v dl}- dclru!m]‘ratc(, FII(‘ \'TT)" same IW'"Fk Wh(’{'mphﬂlw Whl' iT”'lﬂ'
cence of children could find rhem erntucally compelling. Modern Wesrerners have
e umscribed ghe lives of children, nutking these vwe arclias - sox and war — as
heyond the cealm of childboed, largely because they Tave beoome much pwre exact-
my ahour prescribing nirms of dewelopmenr, as discussed hy Seephen 1assonde, In
this srnse, Aries was on rarget when he recognized the growing impartance rhar the
consciousticss of age has played 10 the modern West, Bur 33 James Marren shows,
evel in the modern peeiond, sldiering wis efven childs work smply berause, unril
faidy reecntly, age simply did nnt mateer s michs at keast nnr as a precise measure
and in many gases, i wits simply woknowon, Tioday everyone knows his ov her age in
the western world becanse the state requires various kinds of negistrarions.

Onie ol the Breat wirues ol Aries's bovedk ywas b ik eadecs aware that vor mdlltern
views. of chillren and the values we attach o childhend were <ubgece e change. Liven
though be was 100 quick to dismiss chikibhowd betore the medern period and o ignose
s variabilicy during the modern period. he snderitood thar we tend o sev childheod
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theough very modern benses and have a difficult nme recognizing i (as Tie did) swhen
thase lenses Jid nor exist. Oue lenses have Been conserwered, guite licgally, our of
mhiges i Literature for children that Maria Nikolapesea deserabes and the visual ares,
a5 examingyd hy Anne |ignnner, These have been faghinned rer rhe lasr wo lwn-
deed and fifry yoars bwi came to a spevial fruwion in the second half of the ninereenth
cenrury. [ndecd, Higonner argues thar childhodsd aod photegraply evolved togethet,
initimately coemected in cach other’s sighia. Perhaga the ivost podcikt scrusee B oor
I.II'II.'II‘I'*TH".JII‘IE ﬂt‘ ml1dern thldhmd L Pll'ifllll! II'I[I'" ﬂF "iﬁll]l’l Wtk El!'l.l*ljl.l“l m
the philesophics and beliefs thar came owr of the European Enlightenment, as Jis-
cussed by Larry Wolff, Certainly owr child-rearing liverature, pedagogical vicws, and
pur inpliit values cegarding children's inmecence are deeply indebied o ies imsighes
and obwervatins, These have heen deeply engiaged 1n the past cencury, ax Sephen
[assonde demonsireees, as psvchologies of childhood and e wience of developmens
tecame rich and ferrile inrelbectual enweeprises. The Enlightenment and the seicmoes
ir lelped 10 proveoie aceelerated 1he nniversalism than westeon religion had exrakd,
E[[EI:.i'I.EI:f ﬁl!ﬁ]’lin“ El’llll”'ll]l]d a5 3 neCEssarcy |'|1H.h fur IIIJI'“ZI mEXpETISmeE.

Huow we as modern Westerivwrs see children an wunderstand childhowsd has been
aleercd in imporvant ways hecanse we are commirted te withdrawing chern from cer-
tait aduli l.'ph-crvs. likr war and scxvalite, 2 INCSEY PrARCsa cun:idrn‘ng that over the
past ane humdred years schoe g (now delined as 2 cluld’s reilng) has increaeed vastly
as 0 ome summitment that new ncludes adolescence nnder ins aekis- Adubkcsecnts
have been mave and meee exiled from the world of work where they ance fireed quire
\'|(;n|:|y cither as ApporilleoTs or as impnrmut ceNpoIlciits ofthe agrh:uhur:ﬂ or indus-
tedul work Eurce. But msbeen adubesceice, whicla s at inoe o weparate life phuse and
deeply nnplicated m the soviml insgititions of childhang, s probably at the fercfrons
of brrh macrers of sexualicy and of modern consumerism. A momencs shoughe prints
up tie4 just the contridictions that modern adeh:scencr iniccts mee chibdhossd bue it
wncerliin |>rivil=|§et. Ie s adolescents alwrve all ||,E|<lll§;l ||.an.||y rl&lul&vely‘l welia v
hrursted soivby e A beant the sevemternth century in the guise nf the prtential
frr disorder or delinquency, as Don Romeshurg demonurares. They alsa play pares,
shown by Tinothy Gilfoyle, that have given them an uouswal agency and puoser whiy,
HEIRY L THVTH critikinals, l|n::,r trasgressed the Jueminam dediniviems of sentnnental child-
hnod as innoacenr, helpbess, and guilekess. (ndeed, sex and war have afren heen ac the
very center of adelescent idenricy.

The first eve sectious of this volums 4im re demonstrare how we have conk to
the anplad 26: poreor place we ace tixlay with espard to children and childbead.
Pare | shows how children were treated m the leng distane pose and hew they hove
been ima gined i the ness pewerful currenrs of wesreen thought befere the ninewccuth
century, The reader is inwvited 2 think abour rhe many dilfzzences beoween the expesi-
envces of childband in the Ancizne Warkd, the Middls Ages. and in the madern perind),
hue ailsi how childhond asa farn of preparamon ams carcfully defineel For thase edhe
waere priFiliped wo cxpenenie is fully. In looking roward ihe moderm, she Frligbsen-
mant opened op clildbeod 2s a fendsmenxal 2cena for human eefecrion and definzd
s coribm di eeno ¥ cutreints. Part [0 i meant to peovide readers with 3 wide peespective
ao herw fodera L:n::hlillti;‘mz-, views andd v lnes with regard b childhassd hirve evialved
anil cha nged gver mie wmee the sarly modem perind, and the matuee of the space
thar has been ceeanid fos childeen by inscirutiens as vaeied as the srate. examined by
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fames Schrmids; changes in parenting pracuises as examened by |ulia Granc, and rhe
vmonanal vepectations. embedded in modeen childeearing advice, discussed by Puret
Stears. Pare 1 Ineks at the mualtinle saeans by which nwslern childhond has been
ehabarared rhrangh insriturinns, repespenrariang, sennments, and ideas, Lagh of the
awchors in this sevrion has been asked 1o look av rhe perissd gince 1500 0 the long
rerm and te examine the many chanpes over iime thart affectad children and resulved
in the *moder ™ westarn view of childlond imad the expoctations that we hane ahouw
whar chuldren’y lives slrbd be Tk, These exays clea rly shaw that che - meleen® per-
spective on children as sexually inmovenr, economically Jependent, and emocionally
frapile whose lives are supposed 1o be dominated by plav. school, and family nurvure,
provides a wery limited wiew of chiklren'’s lives in the modeen wesicrn pag. Whike
snme children dul experiznce this kind of childbossd. for the vast majoricy, it 1s quite
licerally only in vhe rwenriesh century that rhese have been enterced as both preferred
and daeminant.

Sirue: the cighreenth contucy, Westerners have detined, picruced, and written ahonr
chaldhoie| s a provileged ethersal cealm that we all desice persomnally and socta lly. This
“Aue ol Innocence.” as Sir Jushun Revnolls helpfully named his rainoing, has moci-
vated a variety af reforms hoth within nariens in the West and acrass them; served as
the hass for schouling, underscured the drive for gueel parcnting advice; and starrio-
Lated global wleals of children’s riglats, which fhe West has carred da the rest of the
world in che twentreth id rwenty-firse eenturies. But as hissonans have discovered,
these valwes, despice their suceming universal vabence, have never boen cvenly experi-
micd or upplinl. Thr West i g-m::rﬂ has beon far mwre pnvi[qgﬂl than other pirts
ol Ul plobe. serover Ele pas bve centaces, i1 has been able womitertain e ideas
and tor prvvicle inore of its children with its privileges. T has abaa bevn very unevenly
cxpericnced wirhin che Wesr as some children could afford such s childhood whike
athers, 33 Timothy Galfoylc shows, bocaiic thicves amd othor crinitiials, rales Baedly
ot ted with inooeent childboud. Some clildeen wirked early o the helds uoder
il whiph-&ll. wﬁl'lc :'('K'N l’rauk silas :|ftrr w}mcﬂ. E\'I,'II in the Anwriann w‘:;:ﬂ, t|w
privileges asaciared wirh childhnod cruald be remaved, as Anne Hyde demninstraces
by cxanuning the changing Jare of wixed-race chibdien, The bistory of chaldliood tdlls
soredl ey, but it i ol usLifosmn ansl it is wol Eair

These aricles an sex, work, parenting, consumptinn, ¢rc, are aboge basth children
and childhond and ir is warth seeppang brieRy 1ooralk abnuc these cwo diffecent hue
inccrrwinod subgkcrs, [nivs simphest form these wwe cneompass what children do and
what social merms abed expectations detine as appropraace to the peiod of lile that
children imhahit, Tar st & newer quiee that simple, The actual experiences nf children
are noi only usually recorded through adulc means Whough we do have some evis
denee that i bess depeodent om adult observation and more direcel, but expeorations
alsa dufine whan childeen can do hecause the insgitunions that are created for them,
such as schoasls, or barred tin thee, such as wirk, are fashioned thren gh edeas and
ideals regarding whar childhood should be, As ninereenthoeniuey reformens found
themselves revolted by observing young, childeen working long hours in eereible con-
chitinrs aad worried almat themy as Tuture L'iriﬂill'm, I'l'll.'}’ heg,m 1 axk for Irgisl.mnn
that cuishrined certaim ages as off-limits tee wirk and roserved for clukdheesl. This
delimaring of ¢hildhood spread by rle Lase winereenib cenrury and was reintorced by
school arrendance requirements. 146 a eesule, more children wenr ta schaol and Fewer
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vounk chitldren weme vo work. As Perer Sixarns demonsorates, even emaenons are (ull
off exprrtations, with somc pesieds viswing some eovrional wxpressions as kgirimate
anad nehers as pnthm:kScF and thu= eﬂcnur.’lsing nree i &wmngmg thr isther Hiw:
then do e¢ knaw whar chuldren were like in che prase?

This samee problem can be applied te all buman behavier and it is an issus that all
hiscoriams face. Ik is not uniguely disqualifying to childrens history o say thar our
hehwiors cin nalg be recorded and ausde menningfnl s they are intcpreted. In the
case of choldeen, historimns e this dssue 3% |;£mn|.|}4 2% pnnnhll,‘ lhecause children are
mote dependeor on adults becanse (ieir nevworks of carevaking make them meue wul-
neeable ro manipulation, 2lthough this dependency docreases feom infaney chrough
adaleseenee. Seiarie higorians, soch as Marka Nikolagews, who deals with liberavore
CWZM I]:F II(I I.I‘!I'i a Iﬂ dﬂlfﬂct!d at L"lllldn:ll., are EiFEL'Ii;I I]T SONFHIES Ii- r'E rawer dl!'
panicy builr ineo chis realicy. This does net mean thar all children are just wlacthey are
made. Timatliy Gilfoyles examinanian &f chow yaung peeple who dozidedly fell mue-
side ¥ reorain of approved childish dependeney makes this <leas, and Jay Meehling
adldresses 1t squarely wlen he asks how we can koo whiat chuldren did woth tlee aosti-
1utiwens soepved te roain chean, sughyas scouring. Ie dwes mean 1hat our secess oo children
in the pasc comnes weualiy chiough wndeescanding childhoad of ar least requires chac
we wndersand the Leas of cluldhood ss we exanine caddren. Sotic besténais liive
been exteemely sucoessiul at Locating children's wen vosces rmther thao relving solely
oo adualts’ record ings of their ebservations. Thus Colin Heywuiod, Steveo Minte, and
Krisee Lindenmeyer in this volume and clscwiicre allow us ro hear the vodces of dhcie
hist@racal smhfjl:l.'ls 10 adl whusual d‘.l.'grcc. Siudyriiig bow clauldren filmfern.'d bk pd.‘.hf. EH
Gary Criss lias deiiee? gives ws anghes on childrea™ Liveg Alvat same cluse 1 35 unob-
serncred @ view os we arc likely e get, None of chis should! obscuce how mach we
have learned about children by keaming absur ehildhnod

Whar enany of these cosays abse deconstrare as thae vl dimonssons of childhood.
lsa v s:li:lilgtuﬁ in I_]le ng.‘t T Liade and ot m‘ﬂy |j awe aEvTeE o Illw YHSIEAE vewrg
cinbraced by its privilejges, Defining who and wlir a chil is has deep histerical zon-
sequenices. By vhe twennicth cenrury, io most places in the westeen world, dhildliosd
included nor only mfaney amd the pesiod bevween s ad 0 veaes old (awbon indi-
wiclualy ave ploysically nic yer folly furmed or Tully capable as iv bad ap earlier ines,
bur alss increasingly older children, thuse betwren ten and fourteen yracs old; and
then also Flnze whowaulil be described as teenagers in the sevond half of the rgn-
tieth eemiicy. All of these wede incliude) 43 schools expanded thetr scope amd a5 the
labasr €F the sagoreis voam g waukl [y dispeneed with. Thes shifting dehnicion of whio
inhabiss the perind vitchitdbhood mnkes the study boch much mare complex and moch
mote importait. Ferbaps no other historical scholars can so effecrively warch as the
subiwers of cheir inguiey change bed ore their eyes.

With these chintges i dek the pns‘ih:];n of childhood could alsn hecome
3 social duatlity, The possihility of pentection and dependency, which had inigially
mave chiklhoal mro a privilegesd ware ior Those who could be cared for and preparal
in a lisurely way by echers, and was almost always denied 1o the most degrived
Inlives, ghe ponr, and the explogtedl. becinte 3 mmch dedred sratns For all childnen
hegause the aoiversal drives ww.arnd child Pproecoinn thar ook ‘l'upv un the |, anenime-
teenth coniuey were exicitded 1o larger groups of noe guite aduls by 1he twentiah
century. As | hase supgested above, chis new expansion of childhood privilege also
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brongbis its own confsions, nor last becauss vhose who wers ow puarded and
carealled were often bess than happy o be so “privileped.” Thus che peivileges of
childbngd aleo led to ivew quiskicis regard iing whether childoen bad nghts 1 varioes
kinds of weli-dezrmingtion, and whir exaetly che righes of children imighs look like,
famzs Schimids addimsses this mamer in hiy evamenation of the relnuenship besween
chitdren and the scate. In che receme past, 3 pevised viewr of childsen’s dependense
and i diew appreciation of self-dererenbiation has been o emleal coinpoment of ehe
1389 Untredl Bweons Consentinn an the Bights of e Chald, which sees the agency
efchildren as pacer of therr bimchcighe.® Today, the subjcer of childihvoad &s fraughr with
new ideas and potentin] wansformasions as the modcl thar bocame dominant io the
mieteenth century shifts. As the esaays i Tac Il demonstrare, by understanding ele
twists and turns af cheldhaod, we are mtooduied to :nmpkx and ‘h?llﬂﬁills westeErn
lands:ape.

Pasc [T is meant to malee the birper picture of madem childhood developed in Paer Il
cven mone camplex by laeking ar wasiatimn, sperifie childeen, specliic placcs, e spe-
I.'IEE tl‘mﬂﬁ. TIIEEE EL'IIE.IIIH "l]'i‘l: I|E=Il ﬂll.lhi{rlllﬁl!l EI.'EE“.I}‘.TI]E EIIII"‘EE Il'l]‘k ﬁur i“EIII,IJITIII i
this seation bring vuc wersuin wspeors of the eumplexivy of modern clildiowds, Maoy
af these arzickes aee abour fairly eecen ehildhaads, most sinee dhe nincgesnth century.
But whether thoar mbim; are Wazi yuut’h il Cicruiany b tho 1930s cxsmiled h}l
Dick Schumanm, or Afrigo-Amenican shves e the Anvencan South shadeed by Steven
Nmz, or children during the American Copest Depression char Kniste Lindenneye:
focuscs an, the authors of these csaye look nor on how weseem expericncoe, viewed
Bivmadly, devcloped euer bt w0 we can ulderstaiid bow oor modors wnderstaindiog
eviilved, but vn e expericnces pf chldren gl Shililboeed oo e plice or o a par
ticular circumseance, Wharever che hiscoricn] naruce of its konger-erm deaeloprucar,
wescern childhood is still experienced by epecific childeen within pamicular cante s,
and chiangmg laseoncal circumisigilkes <80 Make an coierings dillorefice, as Mllic
Hirale shrsves atwaue Uhe (ate af mixed-rice childeen aa the ningeenth-~ceorury Smercan
Wesi,

Indecd, one of the results of developments in histagical reearcli into childhood has
been Lo demonstiarc that the histoey of childhood can be importait te all hsrory writ-
Ui i L disdionst wayps Fiest, the general development ol child hud s a0 interical
process is binked, as ] have sppgesced, to the changes in ideas and che instrucinnal s of
develnpments nf che sgace, the econnmy, and the culenre of rthe Wess, Secnnd, histeri-
ans have beet exploring hew chitdeen's expericices are linked o histovical evenes such
a5 World War [T or the Grear lzﬁm“inﬂ." Tna this Lacver eadeanvan; historians Tawve heen
rager tevinlnde chil dren amnng ¢he warioms groups that must be undersennd if we are
1o properly assess and underscand particulbar historwal evenes, Thedr cavses, and vheis
vonsequeiees. Just @y no underscanding of the: past is now complew if we kave o
weenriE, w0 boa fae redl oederstindion g aoF the past 3 possable o children dre essluded
as paicipanes i rhe events, such A< the wars rhar lames Mamen exarmines, rhe ¢nn-
sumet society desgnsed by Daniel Cool, o1 as b vicnims of changing vieves about
[ET

Tn hi!ld:iriciziﬂg ch i|ﬂ|1(nn|:. Arsds had ailso Mueeened the i Aribx's rlru'wllcaﬁ\'c
argumient chag childhand simply Jid nor exit hefore the early modern perind and
his even Inore scsational claim that pasenes did Do [ove or carc tor ctheir children
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beloge then newer could stard up 10 scriny, In order te discinguish the modern he
had dunied the historical complexity thar preceded it

A ligk nf historical seritivigy ter the existeniee of childhood hefore the sishenth
cenoury and a Hilire to notice the arcachment of parenrs 1a their children were anly
o of the problems with Ceetaries of Chiliflood. 13epine Arses’s accennom 1o how
children were peprescnted and his use of diarics and recosds of schosling in vari-
1w pares 3 Enrope, his atlontion was strongly Focused on Fraoce. As o result, he
seemed to miss the mulriple and tangled consequences of, among other matrees, che
Prosestant Ketormation,” Lespine his wse ol graphs ro bring age ino focus as an
increasingly significant coltural measure, Arics shied away from the use of numbers.
Mot of all, be wrote ax of the changes he described were applicable fo cveryome:
rch, poor, peasant and cicy based. |usr wihen soceal hiscorwans were starting tn exan-
ine the subele, hiscorically sivatead distincrions thar alfecved prople in the past by
addressing marters of class, gender, and seligion, Ariés laegely ignored these differ-
cneey, therehy mising how modern childhaod was differcmially applicable and ehe
depree 1o which it was hoth a privibege and a2 neans to inecnbe amd affect intergrong
relations, This was especially problemanic in lght of the many layered demographic
marerials being pathercd at jusr this rime by rhe Cambridge Group for the Hisrory
if Population and Sucial Structurc. As cirlr = 1963, Poter Laslesr wowld braeg this
malerial W 3 wukr andience of readers t||rl.mg|| his aveessible hook, The Wirdd We
Haee Lost® Laskers descrilsed the somplex mateix of ranks and staruses that pre-
vailed in carly modern English villages and showed char esen in the seventeench
cenitury mivst Ranilces were senall, private, asad composcsd cxclusively of parcnts, and
their ghildren, eitbec than the suerons yene ratiosns iiien envisaged o nur inngined
5T

Aries had awakened seme oof the inverest in pasc family celations thar Lashero and
othors nows fcd, Dot Ants 1ended to disitisy the Tamily as a ncgligible Tactor in
children’s experence wa the [nog-upo past while ressanticezing the community as a
hommdarg-less whale in which children merged scamlessly into che larger mass, Only
pradually, he argucd, were They rredred as a group apart and did they step cngaging
inthe communuy play of adules; ouly geaduwally did thcir familkes becorme their nadin
source O socizbivtiun. Laslen's canefully defioed and complex descripeing of te dif-
ferences ta be found in sovenceench-cenmiry Bnglich villajacs made that eadher world
muh movs vndersramndable as one in which ¢hildhond condormed to a differene ser of
hicranchies wiad was a1l expression ol vibier fouts ul suboodinanion aimd Tuntily awen-
tiveness. [t this weluaie, Julip Graut brngs the family lack ter its central plave as an
imstituiciom of childhewsd while demnnstradng thar it is barh a changing and a diverse
comext For chikd life,

Lasbetr showed thar most familics wore small, 28 cven sevemeenth <enmary comagets
vxvrsiwd Formns of propulation caneenl, adopting Late marmige as i Drpeertant strak-
cgy. Childhond was always deeply embedded in decisions abaut the viability of hirgh
in a sovial conrexr that conhl sustain it, As Bengr Sandin shows in this boek, the en-
deney 1w eliminace chibdren belore they are born or immediately thercafiers has been a
Farmiliar asprect of western expericikee aned long a sulbject franghn varh legal and moral
dilcmmias. Thus, a child besm and allaveed o dcvcl(rp was wsclf 3 privabege e Parents
as well as children] mor alwayy or egually available to all. Aries had largely ignoral
raoks as a fearwre of pre-capitalist socicry, and che very texoure thar the Cambridpe
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group soughs 1o uncever through statscical profiles of the peor ansl wulnerable, was
absene in his boodk Tecause the soures he drew on were heawily baged on a lirsrature
aod lzonography chat olmerved the wpper 1witks = the wedalthy, the noble, the lireats,
Arits had been oxa mining, privilege withour acknowledging it

Chikihel far Afict was a defining qualicy of modernicy thar emerged everywhene
il the West at o specific tinwe. In fact, as many ol the lellowlig essays deiwonstare,
mindern chiklhond with its astenclant protectivas, sts aura of musenee, its links tn
schaoling and preparatinm, ivs sexual raboos, and its appeal te aduks' senvimenralivy
wvas haedly an experscnu conmion 1o mes childeon cven i 1he modeon. perad; 3t was
still reservend o unly sonse i the nineteenth aeattury, kel alone die seomneenth. Whike
the importanee of the Furinative gualities af chikthood wen inseribed by Falighe-
cnmeny thoaight in rthe cighveenth century, which also provided rhe impetas o ics
utliversdlreation, it was nod cxperciiced ax 3 peried st apart il i own weeld af
play und schwonoliog Tue most chalilren unil the tweagieth centiacy, afer [alor Laws and
sehurl requiremsents carved it onl of previons social spaces. This did med mean thae
childhood did nor exisc for those nor privibkeged o artend schaol for mosr of the year
ar cijoy @licr aspeuts of chlhlhood tnits modeon guise. Work vould be part of child-
Bowad aid living coursude ome hirth Gaowily comld abar be part of childhoaod. Rathes, it
means he childhood we validace csday was nor ubiquiteus bur coexisted wirh nther
canceprinns of childhood held by people whose waorld was aor so madern and nog so
privilcged. These difforen expeniciies of chikdhoed and differen wiadersiamdings of
|1m[|:|:lim|. |‘|J.}', pmpamljun, aod nther heatures of chibdren's gnlwlh Trum ahsulute
infant dependency end protecrion te adokescent coming:of-ageexisied all theough the
mndern Wesr as partof the world of children and adulrs,

Ir abso clid nee oyean 1har mest pacnrs i o cace Ton of care aboise iFacie ehildwn
ol sebian they coruld b rotect ety wighin U iies of theie circonstanees. It dod
menn that che unigue privileges of mesdern childboed as o pretecied spase sharply sep-
acared from aduly losms of snctal life was highily dependent oo seate legislarian thar
hegan o universalize ivs perspectives. Even in the Unived Saares, whicl by the ewemi-
eth eutury waes the wealibesd and aeost viversaliste nf wester secisties ded where
the exrensivn of schoeling intw ndolescence 'was well under way by the 19248, this
waa o Taken for geanred unnil the 19305, az Krie Lindenmeyer showe. Elsewlicre
v tlee West, in Gennany, bor exaciple, the uiapalse to scr childcen apart is distskorives
ol prepication could become o Eocii of alslule state conteal o childlood kecane
aa whiect of manipalation mwands politecal yuals. Diek Schumani demonstrates thae
childhood could be woiversalized by the Nazi regime, as all Aryan childecn weee
requrred. tw became fart of the Hler fugead, bul disiorted ot the sanie tine buciinse
0 was viewed ouq g 8 privilepe of develupingu Lust 95 8 prosince of sace poweer, Snd
the lack withis privilerecuuld be Inerally killiog e those excluded from its sircle
the Rema and the jews. The comples rale of the stane was thus crivical ta diildheod in
the caodcrs Weat but ats ot icul:ar dture svas by A iclis pa cdstermiact.. Gli]}f afecr
Woold 'War 1l dad theese entconies becoang manufest m Western Eusope, United Ssaies
and Canada in the conrext of expanded insescmiems in schooling and child welface,
o is well Tor us 10 wealize thar the Focope described in this volume relics on studies
||i[gh|y hiascd tuwacd tlve western and northern urcas and ceuvntrics. [n miar} Arciy
in the East and Sonth, ports of Poland or Sialy and gven o the Asnerican South, the
state's pencteacion was uncven and thin uneil rhe end of World War I
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Modern chifibeod was 1dealized long before in was a serioas ceflection of chuld life.
Childheod as an sdeal ot probongesd developinent fas abways beeil a privilege, fesceved
fir the well-to-do arnd well-placed in the Anceernt Winld as well a4 in nineteenth-
cenory America. The cheldren of Rnman <lives in the Ancient Wneld described hy
Keich Iiraubey, 3s well as the Atrican-American slave ¢hildren in Steven Minez's Aners
ican South, tould new be proced o adequarely cherished by their parenes. noc
hecaowe they failed i Towe i hocause childhewd for them was it a periekd of
peeparacnn for an asprracooal adw lthond. Befned as a periml of growth = physical,
cmonenal, aod cogoit ve= evervone has a childhood, ar leas everyone whe lives losg
encugh, bur as a realm of proweced desclopment, an excended cime of kisured marura-
lien, it lan histocically been onioyed by fow. The heliel in 1the penaibilivies of chibdhewoxd
fuar all children first eme rﬂnl m the ﬂghmnth century am| was then dcwla:ped vip-
vrweusly in the nineteenth senmury when i became @ Jominane moif in litecamre and
visual culrture.

An Imgenceaan diticnsian of this new clildhoad was rlic grearer profesion against
isizive noade avanlable e childesn in the late winzisenth :nd ewentizth centuriec, Mue
historians realize that che bimh rove vinee the oitereenth century hos declined. in the
Wesr with cvee grearer predécrability, and they see canvinoed thar thig is eelarcd o
parcmsl Behavior and tle devatlon of chilllvesd s & proaous aad carefolly nor-
tured estute. Luse often weknowledped, bui fundawental 10 sooial expecianuag, wag
the rapid decline in childbuod diseases that were ence endemnic and mvaged the pupu-
lazimn of children, discascs such as scarler fover, diphicheria, chokeza and many varicsics
of gastro-itesting] desordzrs. Moast childrod have historically beon Boen i 2 soup of
inkections Jeseases, whose Baxis was bacterial, vical, and amsebiz. Lo be Wese, ol
the rwentiech ernrery, nbout one=guarter of all childen bueo wonld die before chiy
reached ane year od and many others would die befose adolescemce, Altopether abour
45 gereent o all diildncen dicd before puberee® In soutleer and casteen [Furopc, dic
Eﬂun; wiik cliser 15 40 percenil. T.hx dl.’ tic L‘ﬂ‘[.‘mg: frar chﬂd]:il 1hat medicine anad |3ub-
lic bhealith measures produced, in the convess of bemer nutrition and living standards,
radically alvered childhaod for adulrs and for childnon. This change begaw ity the cigh-
TecEElL ey, bul beeame much nigec developed by Al late ninsvccath venoy and
Nowrered in the twentleth century. Danainbgise Marsball paivg ooe liow many e -
tinnol effurts i the eacly twenticth cootury wnlbelalf of child life were srganiaed and
sraffed by healds prol nals who were invigoeaved by ahe gospel of good health and
sought vo Liebg i liest 1o the childzen of the western woeld and then bevend.'® Whar-
ewer severieenth- or eightesnth ocittury parents might want 0 Lo for their children,
their means were limited by infection aud ite democracic scyvhe; altheugh the condi-
rionz of the poor and of rucal populations always miade some zven more vulierable
1o tlse nniversal scowepe of discase.

The declinie in these disesses, a5 Peter Stedres nastes i his essay, hiis bad o pro-
frund effect on rhe expressing of famuly emonnnal life, The privilege nf expecting
good health 15 3 cnmical aspecr of early twemicthecenrury childboed, strongly apg-
mented afree World War 11 by the iovention ol amibiogivs. she conguest of polio and
subscquently vavcines for uther childhood digases snch av measles amd whonping
ﬂ'!l]ﬁl‘l. I is SgReshive thar oeige rarents hcgan to believe they had e umlml,
as their children’s physical health became sturdice thev, wopether with chitd prokes-
siomals, increasiogly cmphasized cmocional and psychological well-being. The nicdern
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parasligm of childlvead, which required Thar children be elaborardy proreceed, allowed
pilrelits Wl were iore secure i 8 lwin children’s plysical healih to hevome sver niuze
aler kv nther forns o fwell-bemg, meludin g child safety, Tod av eremal vigilinge ahwant
children appears £n have become the dominant wesrern fixarson. ! Name of this wouald
have been podsible withour the new cerrainey thar medicine invrod uced regarding the
ventmion killors of infais abd childénen.

In the rwentieth century, the privileges of the few have affected many more and
hecome the cxpectations af all, While the particulas form of these privileges of child-
hood reinains far frem universal oo en the Weat, it has bovome 3 defining noem of
westesty civilization, 3 neril dround which we both establish our vwn progress and
paracle our superiority aver tdher paets of the glabe. Todey, as the waorld shrioks, che
ProensMecs are Mot in ang sense jist fram the West o rhe resr. Clahal comperitinn for
knowlodpe-bascd vkills won tinucs w clovate our cxpectatians absut scheohng amnd e
extend the periud of depenslescy. These chumges coune ab the expense uf uther feativres
ol ghilel ife m the Weet that hadl unce been eoually emobraced, and fora signiticant
delavs in rhe pav-offin a bong-deferred adulthend. Play, a keisurely approach e cogni-
ive auquisilions, and proicctiens from comitioreial comeeens; all theic are challenped
ina western world where children today are asked o respend o wewly cnnplex
contexe vhar is forcing a re-cvaluarion and redefinition of childhood itsclf, e moy he
well to ask whether some of che privileges of childhood, such as play, will became
wcareer during te twenty first contury for many childien as the deminance of cam-
msercial values foroe childeen to ever hinger periods of work o school. As 2 product
of changing, hisceowy, childhod will be foreed te change, and childhood as @ privilexe
opencd e many in the twenticth convury may snee again becnme less available.

Dues this mean thar the essys hete are disted before they can be cead? Yes, in
SIETEE TEsPBLEn. F. T8 rn]wid]}’ El.!lr]vi:ls Toeld of !ﬂ:lll!]‘, thes Eixlury af childhsod s E1aB-
stamthy amplifving and revising vur knewledyge aned nniferstanding. Bur the esays in
this valume coves sa many of thic cssential issues arpund whar wee know as childhaad,
i ludeng des deep histery millennia ago and vs geowing reacely, char the'y sluold serve
for venrs to oone s the exsential hasis lor 2veryone's kivwledge of what we mean
when we speak o f moden shildhood.

Tire Routledge History of Chitdhond ins tive Western World will help the seadee o
wndenstarnd how vur childhoud has becunie the pilrti:ul'.n stagc af Tste i whech we
'lll\'r! ll!\‘(‘“ed £ 1Y) Illlll\.'h IH?'* :II'\J 'A‘hl.l.'h Illﬂ., kl\.l,;l}' wl]fr}‘ ux a% llll:“:iulﬂr.h' ulnsusian-
ghle, bt will shaw which ureups have benehired, which have been ignered. ane huw as
a secicry wit have comie o define aursclves so passienancly according T rhe manner in
which we value ver child ren. It is tinse Fur the subtle, Far-rangimg awd prabing oy
of ¢hildhuaod thag has grown up o the lase Gfte vears in Aries's wake tu have its vaige.
This velume is the plase ty begin,
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