i Dr S R'Leeks, commentmg
...1 on allegations. -made public by

the’ ‘Opposition: ' spokesman or|"

E".j-healbn, Mr J Hunt(New: Lynn)

“wlalso said it.was honsense to

i {elaim, as Mr Hunt's informant: |
had; that youngsters had re-

b .celved the treatment witlout

refﬂlence to- t:helr psvcluatuct

T . .__'... 3
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WANGANUI Today,__ (PA) — _
' u 1it at Lake ‘Alice Hospital yestelday ‘described - allegatmns “that
tl'eatment had een used. there to “pun ish”. youngsters as:

status or crLounds for adnus

SlOIl

l'ne .impressions were hased:on
discussions with: staff ‘and. with |
a number - of” youngsters seen
fir.clinical interviews, ‘The per- |;

qualified; but ‘M Hunt said he

| was ~perfectly: satisfied . -with

the authenhmty of the  ma-
terial withi ‘which he had’been |’

iz supplied: and the integrity: of
.:ithe individualinvolved. = '~

Dri' Leeks ‘'said- he guessed

'%;,that the. terms treatment and
; "punishment . became_

'awfully

-, mixed up at times.”

‘é.chlIrlren at "times.

;' aversive, or an emotional pain

In group: therapy‘ Se:smns
.were . in
fears. i
|some people see  this as:treat-
(Jment‘and obhers ' as pumsh-
ment ~Any “emotional thing ‘is

.'to:the pefson’ imvolved in;
callmg ast bad e‘cpeuencn_ :

The per sou S statement sazd-

son:said: ie was not. medically:

. “And I. suppose |;

The chlld psychlatl 1st in char

h “But to state that’ ECT has
been used as a fornx of corpor-
al -punishment . 13 arrant; rub-
bish,”” he said. =" 1 |
g Each person was seen when
‘admitted. and before any treat-
‘ment was. carried: out; and:the |:
person’s claim. that ECT swas
often applied’ before ‘any. psy-
chiatric chagn051s had been re-
cmded was “‘nonsense:’ 2

released by Mr Hunt' repre-
sented the- ~‘personal :im-
plessmrm of one ‘person Who |-

trained.” .

“Dr Leeks said 'ﬁhe statement
reléased by M’ Hunt: closely
resembled
four years ago by a. Wellmvton
psychologist; ‘and ::was * also
similar. to one” recently. ‘refer-
.red to him by ‘Hie’ Duector of.
Mental Health: .
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?a statement. which “identified
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"‘The ) actmg Mmlster of
"Health: (N[r Templeton) said

‘this:last night wlien comment= {
_éring on a document released by
" the- Opposition- health - spokes-

sman,  Mr -J . L Hunt : (New
Lynn) .alleging that, the hospi-
tal was using ECT to pumsh-
children.

Mr Templeton later released

the person as a-psychologist,
Mt C..C Jackson, . whose ex~
ppmence “at:- the ' hospital’

Mr:Hunt released:the. ‘docu-
ment: to the news .media. yes-
texday morning;.: then later.
J’drto- brmg:=. 1t, p ln Parha-

OE Lk) hecause the House was
idebating. - the- - Shop" . Txadmg

,}fsettmg up a commission: of inquir
use of electro- convulsw' thelap'y at’ Lake
‘_'_:Ahce I-Iospltal .

"dlcate \vlmn the mquuy usould

‘considired that ' a lo-year-o[ i
| bey haitlbeen: detamed in La e
_Alu,e unlawfully.”

be completed.

.. There have beén two *inde-
pendent inquiriés-into’ the use
of ECT at Lake Alice recently.

The first was the report of a
Maglstlate Mr W J. Mitchell,
into the case of:a 13-year- -old
Niuean boy in which he speci-
tically mentioned: punishment:

“T am certain that ECT was
not used: at-Lake" Alice *Hospi-

tal -as ‘punishment,” . Mr: Vht g
|.chell declared in his zeport
"spanned.the years 1972'to 1974..]

The second  was

‘adinitted he was not medicaﬁy ‘

-#ne .made . about |

Dr Leeks. said tlie recent In- )
iy in- Auckland: into the ad-
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ge of_ the adolescenﬁ
electric Sh@Cl\:.
nant rubbiSh' Vi

‘mmlsteung ol ECT to b3
Niuean boy was. a full and ex-
-haustive ene, and he. recalded ‘
‘Mr  Hunt: as_'being  “‘just
‘another: MP. tlymg to hop-onto
the bandwagon.” ... i

Dr T.eeks seud uhat in the
past,> medical  ‘students: “and"
Dbsychologists had heen: present
:duung “some . clinical -inter-

| views; but. they were:‘‘just in-.
Dr.Leeks said the statement ]

terviews® - which .- could not.
[
attack. T
o Dr Leeks has been in ehalge
of Lake ‘Alice’s children’s it |
since its.inception in 1972, . ‘
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port of “an-inquiry . conductei !

by the former Chief Ombuds:
‘man,. Sir. Guy Powles,” whil*

This was subsequeutly' de,
med by tﬁ?“fﬁi‘ﬁﬁf‘él of Health.'

: Hours Bill.:
Mr '-Temn!prnn
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| form bhe basis., of the plesent 2



